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Attendees:
Lebanese University President, Dr.  Zohair Shakar
Mount Lebanon Orthodox Archbishop, Georges Khodor
Ministry of Culture General Director, Dr. Omar Halablab
Former State Council President, Dr. Youssef Saadallah Al Khoury
Former Lebanese University President, Dr. Mohammad Al Majzoub
Deans, University Representatives, Doctors, Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I am very pleased to be here to support the campaign to introduce the proposed course in Philosophy of Law within the Faculty of Law at the Lebanese University. This program will reflect on:
* the philosophical pillars of the law with respect to the liberty of citizens;
* equality within a democratic state; and
* the operation of a fair and effective judicial system free from interference.
These are difficult, complex and important topics. The curriculum of the Lebanese University Faculty of Law to date has been mainly focused on criminal, private and public law. The introduction of this course into the curriculum will develop a more effective understanding within the legal and judicial community on the relationship that exists between those who have authority and members of society, and the application of the rule of law for all.
This course, if approved and adopted, will benefit all of Lebanon starting with the current group of seven thousand law students. The campaign for introducing this course is composed of several steps.
The formulation and circulation of the decree proposal, course outline and petition to be used by ministers, academic leaders, parliamentarians, and judicial officials has already taken place. These individuals have been provided information on the importance of including this as a mandatory course within the FACULTY OF Law curriculum. An awareness campaign was also conducted at all five Lebanese University Faculty of Law campuses and at each of the three other Universities teaching law in Lebanon. Signatures from students, faculty and opinion leaders supporting the petition have been obtained.
Approval of this course will lay the foundation to for an expansion of legal philosophy studies. Ultimately, this will be achieved by advocating for approval of a full degree program on jurisprudence in the Faculty of Law at the Lebanese University.
Implemented by the Lebanese Association for Philosophy of Law (ALIPHID), this USAID funded project is part of 9 million dollars Transparency and Accountability Grants program that USAID funds is partnership with AMIDEAST. Working with civil society organizations throughout Lebanon, USAID encourages citizens to play an active role in the development of a stable and democratic country.
Again, I would like to thank you all for being here today. Your coordinated efforts will ensure the success of this campaign.
Thank you.

